152.   LETTER TO S. E. STOKES
POST ANDHERI,
March 15, 1924
DEAR FRIEND,
I have your letter of the 7th instant.1
As you must have seen from the papers, I have now removed
to a seaside place. It is a beautiful retreat where we are accom-
modated. It faces the sea and we constantly hear the music of the
waves. Somehow or other I feel that I must express as early as
possible my opinion about the Council-entry, etc. I think, I have
sufficient energy to do the mental work required for the purpose*
I have already undertaken to see Hakimji and other friends. I
am avoiding as much physical exertion as possible, and I do not
think that the amount of mental work I am doing just now will
do me harm.
An unknown friend wrote to me that you had asked him to
send me some hill honey, and he kindly sent me 5 Ibs. It was very
good indeed. I understood subsequently that Mohanlal Pandya2
had written to you for hill honey for me. I know that you have
been exceedingly kind to me. He ought not to have troubled you.
I was then getting good honey from Mahabaleshwar. During
my illness I have been so overwhelmed with kindness from those
whom I knew and those whom I had never the pleasure of blow-
ing that I feel it was almost worth having that illness.
With love from both of us to both of you,
Tours ever,
[PS.]   The memoranda have not yet reached me.
S. E. STOKES, ESQ,.
HARMONY HALL
KOTGARH
SIMLA HILLS
From a photostat: S.N. 8497
1 Stokes had urged upon Gandhiji that it was in the interests of the coun-
try that he should relax. Gandhiji appears to have written earlier to him:
"It is my duty before coming to a final decision to understand thoroughly
the viewpoint of those who advocated Council-entry." This letter is not avail-
able.
2 A worker of Kheda district